CABINET MEMBER DECISION RECORD TEMPLATE
This form should be used to record
Executive decisions taken by Cabinet
Members

Decision Ref. No:
Responsible Officer:
Neil Short, Policy Development Manager

Subject: Application for Bournemouth Fairtrade Town Status
Decision taken: The Council confirms its ongoing commitment to the ideals of
Fairtrade and will continue to support the campaign through the use &
promotion of Fairtrade products in Council meetings, canteens and cafes expanding the range & availability of products across Council sites wherever
possible.
Reasons for the decision: to enable Bournemouth to apply for Fairtrade Town
status in accordance with the previous Council motion carried in 2011.
Call-in and Urgency: the decision is subject to the Council’s call-in
procedures.
Background:
The Fairtrade mark is the most widely recognised labelling scheme for ethical
products. It ensures that third-world producers are paid a fair price for their
crops, in order that they may farm in a more sustainable way and provide
facilities for their communities such as schools and medical centres.
The Council unanimously carried a motion on 6 December 2011 to endorse the
development of a borough-wide campaign for Bournemouth to become a
Fairtrade Town and serve Fairtrade tea and coffee in Council meetings,
canteens and cafes. This helps to fulfil aspects of the Council’s ‘Improving
Environment’ Corporate priority and latterly, the Sustainable Local Food Cities
Programme that the Council embarked upon in 2013. Furthermore, Fairtrade
status positively assists in the achievement of other awards, such as Britain In
Bloom and Entente Florale.
A steering group of officers and partner organisations has been overseeing the
delivery of goals necessary to meet the requirements of a Fairtrade Town, as
laid down by the Fairtrade Foundation. This involves working with local
retailers, businesses, faith groups, schools, community groups and others to
help the public understand the significance of Fairtrade and ensure that the
required range of Fairtrade products are available to purchase locally.
All requirements have now been met and the application will be made at the
end of December 2013. To add weight to this, the Council needs to reaffirm and
strengthen its commitment as follows: ‘The Council confirms its ongoing
commitment to the ideals of Fairtrade and will continue to support the
campaign through the use & promotion of Fairtrade products in Council
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meetings, canteens and cafes - expanding the range & availability of products
across Council sites wherever possible.’
Options - and reasons for rejection:
Option 1: to not update the Council’s commitment to Fairtrade.
This is rejected as the existing commitment may not be explicit enough to gain
Fairtrade Town status.
Option 2: to update the Council’s commitment to Fairtrade.
Recommended to ensure compliance with Fairtrade Town criteria and a
successful application.
Consultations undertaken:
In updating the previous Council decision to continue to support Fairtrade, the
following people were consulted:
•
•
•

Sue Burley, Mouchel Catering Manager, was consulted on the result of the 2
year trial use of Fairtrade tea and coffee for Council meetings. This had
proved ‘cost neutral’ in the two years since adoption.
Adam Gardner, Communities Campaigns manager at the Fairtrade
Foundation was consulted to confirm the suitability of the reaffirmed Council
commitment.
Organisations who have been consulted and given their positive support in
making ‘Fairtrade Town Status’ both an aim of the new Local Sustainable
Food City Region bid and also as part of the process of compiling the
Fairtrade Town submission include: Bournemouth University, Bournemouth
2026, Public Health Dorset, Sustain Bournemouth, BH Live, The Co-operative,
Bournemouth Chamber of Trade and Commerce, Bournemouth Highcliff
Marriott Hotel, Avonbourne College, Interfaith Dorset Education & Action.

Finance/Resource Implications:
Mouchel are responsible for the procurement of tea & coffee in the Terrace Café
& meeting rooms. To support the Council’s Fairtrade Motion in 2011, Mouchel
committed to supplying Fairtrade tea & coffee at no additional cost to the
Council. This has been achieved through good “supply chain engagement”.
There are no other financial implications to the Council arising from this report.
Name: Liz Wilkinson
Date: 9.1.14

Signature: (of Chief Finance Officer)
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Legal implications:
None
Name: Tanya Coulter
Date: 9.1.14

Signature: (of Monitoring Officer)

Risk assessment:
Risks associated with this decision are low. These include:
• Bournemouth does not achieve Fairtrade Town status and Bournemouth
Council decides not to continue to support Fairtrade. Both are mitigated by
the approval of this decision.
• The risk of the price of basic Fairtrade products being higher in future than
non-Fairtrade products, incurring cost to the Council, is slight. In 2011,
Mouchel committed to supplying Fairtrade tea & coffee at no additional cost
to the Council. This commitment continues to be upheld. Any price rises are
likely to affect the whole consumables market, not just Fairtrade, so prices
should remain level.
Name: Neil Short
Date: 20 Dec 2013

Signature: (of Officer completing assessment)

Impact Assessments:
Environmental - Positive impacts only:
• Fairtrade producers are able to improve the safety and wellbeing of workers and
their communities through payment of the Fairtrade Premium, farm more
sustainably, including reducing pesticide use which protects biodiversity and
include practices that will help reduce the impact of climate change. There are no
negative effects.
Equality and Diversity – Positive impacts only:
• Supporting Fairtrade provides better livelihoods for producers, their families and
communities in developing countries. There are no negative effects on any
equality characteristics.
Information for/not for publication:
•

It is in the public interest for this decision to be published

Background papers:
•
•
•

Council motion of 6 December 2011.
Bournemouth Fairtrade Town Application 2013.
Risk Assessment
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Any conflict of
interest declared by
a Cabinet Member
who is consulted by
the Member taking
the decision
No

Name of Cabinet
Member

Nature of interest

Details of any
dispensation granted
by the Monitoring
Officer

Decision taken by:
Councillor David Smith
Cabinet Portfolio: Planning and Environment
Signed:

Date of decision:

Date of publication of record of decision: 31-January-2014
Date decision effective – that is 5 working days after the date of publication
of the record of decision unless the decision is called-in for consideration by the
relevant Overview and Scrutiny Panel:
7-February-2014
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